
Pōhutukawa



Pūrerehua, whakatipua
Mai i te hēk i, ka ru, ka re
Ka puta he wha, whe
Ka pik i, ka pik i
Runga rawa e
Ahakoa ka pakeke, ātaahua e

Kapakapa, kapakapa, k i te rākau e
Rere atu k i te rau, hei paopaotia
Hei tūāpapa, hei oranga e

Tihei mauri ora!



Oh butter f ly, how you grow
From an egg, shak ing, wriggl ing into being
Becoming a cat terpi l lar
F ly high, oh buttef ly, f ly high
Growing more beautifu l with age

Flutter to the tree
Drif t to the branch
To lay your eggs
The next generat ion
The continuat ion of being

This is the essence of l i fe!


