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Overview 

Following its success in the 2025 Auckland Pride Festival, Pride Elevates returns to Q Loft 
for the Auckland Pride Festival in 2027.  

Pride Elevates seeks to illuminate how complexities and nuances of Takatāpui and Rainbow 
identities shape artistic expression and contribute to our shared narratives. We welcome all 
forms of creative expression and are excited to provide a platform for artists to reflect on the 
multifaceted nature of identity, connection, and resilience. 

It is important to note that this programme requires artists who have the necessary 
experience and skills to develop, refine, and stage a work within the context of a festival and 
to do so within a four-month timeframe. We’re looking for artists who are ready to engage 
deeply with their craft, with ready-to-present works, and who bring a high level of 
professionalism and dedication to the creative process and the Auckland Pride Festival. 

Pride Elevates is dedicated to providing artists with extensive support to ensure the success 
and longevity of their work. While Auckland Pride will financially contribute, we also offer a 
wealth of resources designed to enhance both the creative process and the visibility of your 
project, as well as connection to a whānau and lineage of queer arts practice in Tāmaki 
Makaurau. 

Pride Elevates allows a journey that will challenge you to delve into a deeper understanding 
of how your practice resonates within and beyond our communities. If you have the 
experience and the passion to meet this challenge, we want to hear from you.  

What you’ll get as an Auckland Pride Elevates Artist 
 

●​ Q Theatre Loft full hire for a 5 night season  
●​ A dedicated Production Manager and Venue Technician who will oversee your entire 

season 
●​ Artistic development opportunities such as wānanga, workshops, and regular 

check-ins. We expect full engagement in this collaborative process. This is an 
opportunity to refine your practice within a supportive environment that fosters 
creative growth, mutual respect, and the sharing of ideas and experiences. 

●​ A publicity and marketing package 
●​ $10,000 towards artist fees, production and material cost support 
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Who Can Apply 
 
Pride Elevates is designed to uplift and amplify the voices of our diverse creatives. This 
programme aims to create a vibrant rich tapestry of performances that truly inspire, speak to 
and resonate with our audiences. We invite applications from a wide range of individuals and 
groups who are passionate about their art and looking to make a meaningful impact through 
creativity. We specifically seek applicants who have prior experience in staging their chosen 
show or a show to a similar scale. Below are the categories of applicants eligible to apply:  
 

1.​ Collectives 
2.​ Individuals 
3.​ Community Groups  
4.​ Established Performance Groups 

 
Your application will be considered ineligible if:  

1.​ Unstaged Performances: Individuals or Groups who have not previously staged 
performances or creative projects of a similar scope. ​
 

2.​ Incomplete Applications: Individuals or groups that submit applications that do not 
meet the required criteria or complete the application form. ​
 

3.​ Misaligned: Individuals will be deemed ineligible for the programme if their 
principles, beliefs, and actions do not align with Auckland Pride’s vision, mission and 
values.​
 

Selection Criteria 

The Pride Elevates Programme offers a unique opportunity for artists to explore and express 
themes and ideas around connection and reciprocity. We seek to support those who can 
deliver compelling, intimate performances within this framework. 

1. Cast and Crew Composition: 

●​ Size and Scope: We are exclusively seeking performances featuring no more than 
four cast members, in alignment with the artist fees and intimate setting of the 
Theatre. Productions must be tightly focused, whether they are solo performances or 
two-handers. Larger ensembles, more than 4 cast members, or complex stage 
productions will not be considered due to venue size, budget constraints, and 
capacity within 4 months of delivery.​
 

●​ Representation: It is essential that a majority of the cast and crew, particularly those 
in leading or audience-facing roles, identify as part of Kāhui Takatāpui and Rainbow 
Communities. We celebrate and expect diversity in representation, drawing from a 
wide range of identities, experiences, and backgrounds that reflect the richness of 
our community.​
​
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2. Dedicated Producer: 

●​ Role: Each production must have a dedicated Producer who will be responsible for 
all logistical elements, including budget management, coordination with Auckland 
Pride’s Executive Producer, and communication with Theatre staff. The Producer 
must be a seasoned professional with a deep understanding of the unique needs and 
dynamics of queer artistic practices.​
 

●​ Experience: We require a Producer with a proven track record in arts production or a 
closely related field. Their role is crucial in ensuring that the artistic vision is realised 
to its fullest potential, and they must share our commitment to supporting and 
nurturing queer talent within the performing arts.  

3. Dedicated Stage Manager:  

●​ Role: Each production must have a dedicated Stage Manager who plays the crucial 
role in its successful execution by overseeing all aspects of stage operations and 
ensuring a seamless flow of events during the performance. The stage manager is 
responsible for maintaining a safe and organised environment, ensuring that all 
technical elements, such as cues, props, and set changes are executed flawlessly. 
The Stage Manager serves as a central point of contact during live performances, 
making any quick decisions to address any challenges that may arise. ​
 

●​ Experience: The ideal Stage Manager will have a proven track record of experience, 
showcasing a strong understanding of stagecraft or in a closely related field. This 
multifaceted role is essential for creating a smooth and enjoyable experience for both 
the cast and audience.  

4. Learnings and Reflection: 

●​ Openness to Feedback: We value artists who are committed to ongoing learning 
and reflection. Your cast and crew must be open to constructive feedback throughout 
the programme, participating actively in discussions and embracing opportunities for 
growth and adaptation.​
 

●​ Active Participation: We seek professionals who are not only talented but also 
dedicated to their craft. An active, engaged approach to the learning process is 
essential, as we work together to push the boundaries of what queer art can achieve. 

5. Additional Funding:  

●​ Selection: We seek collectives, individuals, community groups or established 
performance groups who have sourced other forms of funding. While securing 
additional funding sources is encouraged and helps ensure Auckland Pride’s 
confidence in the affordability of presenting your work, it is not a requirement for 
consideration. 
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Notification Timeline 
 

●​ Once you submit your application it will be reviewed by our panel. 
●​ You may be asked for additional details in which we will contact you for an online 

meeting within one week.  
●​ Notifications will be sent out two weeks after the closing date.   

 
Submission Requirements:  
 

1.​ Collective Artist Statement:​
Please provide a brief artist statement that reflects your collective’s artistic vision, 
whakapapa, and creative practice. (Maximum 150 words)​
 

2.​ Community Impact: ​
What impact do you hope to have on the communities the work speaks to? (300 
words maximum)​
 

3.​ Key Learnings: ​
Where have you previously staged this show or a work of a similar scope - what key 
learnings did you take away from this delivery (200 words maximum) 
 

4.​ Documentation:​
Please provide us with documentation from your work. This could include: 

-​ Images (JPEG or PNG format) 
-​ Video links (YouTube or Vimeo) for time based works 
-​ An external written review   
-​ Any relevant audio or digital media files.                                                          ​

 
5.​ Budget and Funding: ​

When preparing your budget please use our Pride Elevates Budget Template 
Example.  NOTE: THIS IS A SHARED TEMPLATE DO NOT EDIT - PLEASE CLICK 
FILE >MAKE A COPY. This will help us understand more about the scope of your 
project. You are not limited to this, please include any other items you predict your 
project may require. ​
 

6.​ Logistical Questions:​
We require all questions within the Expressions of Interest - Pride Elevates 2027 form 
to be filled out. ​

 
Information Sessions​
 
As a part of our Artist Experience we would like to offer an Information Sessions designed to 
guide you or your collective through this application process. While we will not be 
brainstorming or developing ideas for your projects, these sessions will provide essential 
insights into the Pride kaupapa and theme that underpin Pride Elevates.  
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Together, we’ll explore the key components of the application process, clarify any questions 
you might have and ensure you have a solid understanding of what we’re looking for. This is 
an opportunity to gain valuable guidance on the application criteria and to connect with 
others within the creative community.  
 
Both these sessions will be covering the same content so you do not need to attend both but 
please do if you have further questions. Looking forward to connecting with you then.   
 
Information Session 1 Pride Elevates: 
Friday 09th October 
5.30PM - 6.30PM  
REGISTER FOR INFO SESSION 1 HERE 
 
Information Session 2 Pride Elevates:  
Wednesday 14th October 
5.30PM - 6.30PM  
REGISTER FOR INO SESSION 2 HERE 
 
 
We’re looking forward to connecting with you then! ​
​
If you cannot make these sessions and would still like to connect please contact us at: 
kiaora@aucklandpride.org.nz  
​
 

Ready to submit your application?​
 

Option 1: Written form submission​
Please submit your application via this form: https://forms.gle/xxRh9QARgWf3Yjmg6  
 

Option 2: Video submission  
If the above option does not suit your needs, we have the option to submit your application 
via video. ​
Requirements: 

-​ Your video must be no longer than 8 minutes  
-​ You must answer every question in the written form  
-​ Your answers must be within the maximum word limit ​

 
When you’re ready to submit your video upload it here: 
https://forms.gle/ufWNkYfQ8CiT8vQd8  
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Submission Deadline​
All submissions must be received by Sunday 25th October 11:59PM. Late submissions will 
not be considered unless organised prior.  
 
If you have any questions or need further clarification on the submission requirements, 
please attend one of our workshops or email us at: kiaora@aucklandpride.org.nz  
 
Previous Pride Elevates Shows 
 
Pride Elevates 2025 
What Happened to Mary-Anne? - musical theatre work by Brady Peeti. The story of trans 
woman Mary-Anne and her insatiable adoration for the power of rock. It is electric! It is 
dramatic! It is loud and sometimes obnoxious! It is dirty and vulgar and everything you want 
at a rock and roll concert AND MORE!!! Featuring the musical stylings from rock and roll 
legends throughout history such as Stevie Nicks and Kiss! Audiences will be welcomed to 
come and fulfil their rock star fantasy as they get caught in Mary-Anne's web. 
 
Body Story - Solo Dance work by Xin Ji. The story of his body unravels through moments 
where the emotional and physical collide. Uncertainty, recklessness and euphoria slide into 
an intimate personal narrative — offering ways to consider our bodies as vehicles for 
resistance and alchemy. 
 
Mā - a devised theatre and performance poetry work by Jonjon Tolovae. The show delves 
into themes of chosen family, motherhood, and identity. This triple hander is set against the 
backdrop of diasporic Samoan life, the performance reflects on the intersectionality of queer 
identity and the nurturing essence of motherhood. "Mā" is both a tribute to the artist's own 
mother and a powerful expression of chosen family bonds within the queer community, 
embracing Aiga filifiliga (Chosen Family) as central to its narrative. 
 
 
Pride Elevates 2024 
The Bloom - Dance work by Jessie McCall made in collaboration with creative production 
studio RDYSTDY, and performers Sofia McIntyre, Raven Afoa-Purcell & Sasha Matsumoto. 
 
The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave - Creator, choreographer, and performer: Oli 
Mathiesen, Choreographer and performer: Lucy Lynch and Sharvon Mortimer. Produced by 
Abbie Rogers, production assistant: Lulu Qiu 邱詩露 and Hero Photography by Matt Hurley. 
 
Club Waack - Prowl Productions and “The Dolls.” 
 
Pride Elevates 2023 
Show Ponies - Same Same But Different. The PRIDE edition of Show Ponies featured 
Freya Daly Sadgrove, Dan Goodwin, Emma Barnes, Vanessa Mei Crofskey, Sam 
Duckor-Jones, Rebecca Hawkes, essa may ranapiri, Ruby Solly and our 2023 Honoured 
Writer Chris Tse. 
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Concerning the UFO Sighting Outside Mt.Roskill, Auckland - Created and performed by 
Reon Bell and Directed by Sean Rivera.​
 
Cxnt Vol 1 - Directed and choreographed by Logan Collis, performed by Cyprus Afakasi, 
Lyncia Muller, Peni Fakua, Nathan Gacusan, and Jonjon Cowley Lupo. Produced by Lucia 
Diamantis and Overall performance mentor & dramaturg, Moe Laga. 
 
Wrap-Up Report Requirements 

A wrap-up report is due within six weeks of your kaupapa's conclusion. This report should 
cover how the funding was spent, its impact on your kaupapa, reflections on your 
partnership with Auckland Pride, and any feedback or learnings for their consideration. 

Failure to submit this report may affect future funding eligibility. Reports can be submitted in 
various formats, including written, presentation, video, or through a discussion with the 
Auckland Pride team. A written template is available upon request. 

How You Can Help: 

●​ Become a Member: If you’re not already a member of Auckland Pride, we warmly 
invite you to join us. As a member, you’ll be able to play an even more active role in 
shaping our work and the future of Auckland Pride. Your membership not only 
supports our kaupapa but also ensures your voice is heard in key decisions. 

Why It Matters: 

Your membership of Auckland Pride is essential. Your involvement helps inform our 
decisions and ensure that Auckland Pride remains a vibrant, responsive, and inclusive 
celebration of our community. By participating, you help us create a festival that truly 
represents and uplifts all of us. 
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